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We move ahead

In February Provincial Chapter agreed and
endorsed our work on study within the order, and
we are delighted that Bp Michael Perham has
agreed to be our “Protector”. Previously the
“Third Order Study Initiative”, we have now
renamed our work.

Why the new name?

“Study and Prayer” better reflects the prayerful
way we approach the commitment to study in
Days 18 and 19 of our Principles. Study events
normally take place in our own SSF houses.
Many tertiaries have appreciated the mixture of
study and discussion with Franciscan worship
and fellowship.

Wh a't

does “Study and P

We have run several study weeks at Alnmouth
Friary in Northumberland, and a weekend event
at the Royal Foundation of St Katherine’s in
London. We now hope to provide no less than
one study week, and one weekend, every year.
However, we also want to promote individual
study among tertiaries, so our link with Area
Formation Guardians is important.

Is it very high-powered?

No. We see study in TSSF as “what tertiaries
are thinking, reading and writing about”. We
have excellent scholarly papers, but others are
just serious reflections. As well as paper writers,
artists and poets have also participated. One
contribution was a slide show, another a guided
spiritual walk. We try to have a broad appeal.

Can | see examples?

Papers discussed at study weeks are posted on
the TSSF website. Try the “Report on November
2007 Alnmouth Study Week” to get an overview
and a flavour:

http://orders.anglican.org/tssf/fstudies/index.html

What events are coming up?

The next study week at Alnmouth Friary,
Northumberland, is from 29" Sept - 3" October

2008. A small number of
places are still available.

We are now planning a

weekend event on the work

and writings of the American

Franciscan priest Fr. Richard Rohr. This is
provisionally booked from 29" — 31* May 2009
at Freeland, outside Oxford. We will consider an
additional event if demand supports it. It is likely
to be popular.

For all event bookings, please contact Nell
Slocock (S+P secretary: 01865 762291 and at
nell.slocock@gpmd.net)

Can you help others organise TSSE study
events?

r a yYegs, dnd wledeXkeen to do so! We have only

limited capacity ourselves and want to build up
wider interest and activity in TSSF and beyond.
For example, outside TSSF David Swain has just
led a study retreat for readers in Wales. If you
would like to discuss organising a TSSF study
event in your area, contact John Wiltshire (S+P
co-ordinator: 020 8527 5148, and at
katherine.wiltshirel@ntlworld.com)

Study by individual tertiaries and local
groups

We would like to be a useful catalyst for tertiary
study, as well as organising events. Contact
John Wiltshire if you would like to discuss this.
Why not align your own study to the bible course
on St John’s Gospel chosen by the bishops, and
others, for the Lambeth Conference in June?
Keep an eye on:
http://www.lambethconference.org/lc2008/index.cfm.

Questions, comments, suggestions, offers of
help!

Do contact John Wiltshire

(S+P co-ordinator: 020 8527 5148 and at
katherine.wiltshirel @ntlworld.com) about any
thoughts you have on reading this newsletter, or
if you prefer paper to the web links.

Best wishes for fruitful and
enjoyable TSSF study!

“All study is the study of God”
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