THIRD ORDER

T

news

Issue 33

April 2008

REPORT FROM PROVINCIAL CHAPTER

Looking back at my notes from Provincial Chapter,
which met at Bishop Woodford House in Ely last 15
and 16 February, | notice that we covered rather a lot
of ground. Any decisions made, or guidance that
Chapter wishes to offer Areas and Local Groups are
written up as a series of bullet points. These bullets
are agreed by Chapter, and the Link Tertiary then
disseminates them to the Area Ministers, who in turn
share them with the local groups in the Area.

It is inevitable that not everyone is going to be content
with the decisions made or the guidance offered, but
it is in the nature of a Religious Order that such
discontent occurs from time to time. And it is in the
nature of our Order that we offer Obedience even
wher e we don"t agree.
Tertiaries can make their voice heard at Chapter, and
this is through their convenors, Area Ministers and
Link Tertiaries. Occasionally, the Officers like myself,
the Provincial Novice Guardian, the Provincial
Formation Guardian and especially the Minister
Provincial receive correspondence from individuals
who lament that the Order has changed from the one
they joined. This would be sad if we were merely a
functional group, but we are an organic Order, living
and growing, and populated by a great and wondrous
variety of members, not all of whom could possibly
see eye to eye, but are bound together in a
wonderful fellowship.

| trust that you will forgive me this editorialising, but |
make it to emphasise that as our Order has grown to
the best part of 2000 members in this Province, and
is openly known about in contrast to the secrecy of a
few decades ago, its needs change, and Chapter is
entrusted with the task of keeping up with the
change. Thi s i s never
satisfaction.

Highlights from the last Chapter:

1 Sweden Area will have its own Deputy
Bishop Protector in Bp Caroline Krook as
from May this year; We assure the
Archbishop of Canterbury of our support
during these difficult times;

 John Morrison title is now Provincial

Secretary which reflects his role, and is now
common amongst our five Provinces;
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One thousand five hundred copies of Br
R a mo nFrasiciscan Spirituality are to be
printed by SPCK Publishers (not to confused
with the bookshops);

Area Team handbooks need to be passed on
to area officers*”

Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation
newsletter (which is now sent to all Tertiaries
electronically who receive TO News that way)
is to be published in black and white to
minimise printing costs;

Area Teams are encouraged to share with
their Link Tertiary information about difficult
situations sooner rather than later;

are S i n hic
éhapterwwalllymake Iknown v(\gpp{)rtunr?ties for

Mission as they become aware of them;

The praying Presence in Canterbury during
the Lambeth Conference is to be the focus of
the Province®s activi

We are urged to pray for our sisters and
brothers in Zimbabwe at this time;

The PFG is looking at the issue of Spiritual
direction and its provision from a Franciscan
perspective;

Novice Guardians must seek training at the
earliest possible opportunity;

Area Teams to discuss with Link Tertiaries
who is best placed to be the focal point of
Communications within the Area — a contact
point | for th{a Provincial Communications
oordthdtor, - @ EVETYoOReE s

Third Order Studies Initiations is now known
as Study and Prayer Network, and their work
is recognised and endorsed by Chapter.

The Exploring Diversity booklet will be
launched at a ser vi
Aldgate, London at 5pm on Friday 16 May.

Chapter will next meet on 6 and 7 June at St
Columba“"s House, Woki
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That is not an exhaustive list |, but | don
al | t he Link Tertiaries”
known to moan..)

THE PROVINCIAL COMMUNICATIONS TEAM

There have been a number of changes in personnel
in the Team and | wish to introduce them:

1 Roger Marks, of the Yorks & N Skipton Area,
is now Editor of Third Order news (in
succession to Brian Berry).

1 Nigel Herriot, of the Berkshire Area, is now
our Website Editor (in succession to Ken
Seagers).

1 Sue Green, of the Oxford Area, volunteers in
t he “dungeon” at
Third Order Distribution.

1 Sue Height is Area Minister of Midlands
West.

1 Nancy Adams convenes the Justice, Peace
and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Network, and
is Area Secretary of Scotland, so brings with
her two perspectives.

1 Elizabeth Dixon, of the Midlands West Area,
is the Provincial Disabilities Advisor, and has
a keen eye on accessibility and availability of
publications to those with particular needs.

1 Andrew Dotchin, of the East Anglia Area,
remains Editor of Third Order Chronicle,

9 and | continue for another year or so as
Coordinator and am part of the Malvern Area.

Our brief is to look at the logistics of communications
in the area, to ensure the provision of good
communication in the Province between groups,
areas, clusters and Chapter, and to publish The
Chronicle, TO News, and other booklets as required,
plus the provision of publicity material. There is more
than that, of course..

Alan Williams
Provincial Communications Coordinator

Prayer for Lambeth
Third Order Praying Presence

Here is the daily programme for our Praying
Presence in Greyfriars Chapel Canterbury during the
Lambeth Conference 16 July-4 August.

Monday to Saturday.

9.00 a.m. Morning Prayer & Community Obedience
10-11 a.m. Bible Study-Si gns i n St.
12 noon Eucharist with homily (except on Sundays)
2-3 p.m. Prayer

5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer
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Ow the Eridaysathere wik lze|Stations of the Cross in
tthe afterdoom. ! (They have been
It is hoped that Areas and Local Groups will make up
a party to go to Canterbury for the day. For those
going by car or in a hired mini-bus there are three
Park & Ride places and there are coach parks. Both
Canterbury railway stations are within walking
distance of Greyfriars.

Dorothy Brooker, our Minister General, will be over
here from New Zealand.

| shall be staying in Chartham, just outside the city for
the whole Conference time. We have heard from
Tertiaries from the USA who will be there for part of
the time and people from all over the United Kingdom
have said they will be there. We expect visitors from
other Provinces too.

Our whole idea is to be in Canterbury to pray for
gbd" swhy|cs shqys@sn t he
Lambeth Conference, on Rowan Williams our
Archbishop and all the participating bishops and their
spouses. We hope to meet some of the Tertiary
bishops and Bishops Protector at Greyfriars and are
planning to have a hospitality tent with refreshments
available.

John Morrison is the local Tertiary coordinating all the
immediate arrangements but he is not able to find
accommodation. He would welcome offers of
practical help. His email address is:
jipm_490540@hotmail.com.

Tel: 01227 464854.
Mobile: 0771 424 2798.
| hope to see you there.

Dick Bird
Minister Provincial

2008 ELECTION PROCESS FOR THE
PROVINCIAL NOVICE GUARDIAN

After much discussion with Tertiary friends, thought,
and prayer, Dr Malcolm Kennerley has decided to
withdraw his name from the election process for the
good of the Order and for him personally. Mrs
Philippa Bird is duly elected as our Provincial
Novice Guardian and will be present at the Area
Novice Guardian training day in London on 12 April
2008, where she will take over her new
responsibilities; her contact details will follow in due
course. All Professed Tertiaries who have not yet
voted are advised to take no further action. The
response to this closely fought election has been
fantastic and reflects extremely well on the
commitment of the professed members of our Order.
As our present Provincial Novice Guardian draws his
friure %° 2 80%61), we thank Stuart Ballard for an
outstanding period of service to the Order and wish
him well for a slightly quieter future as he undertakes
service to God in other ways.
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EXPLORING DIVERSITY

Tertiaries wild/l have
Di versity" bbeenlprbdeded by the t
Sexuality Group following the TSSF General Chapter
at York. The Group warmly invites you to a

LAUNCH EUCHARIST
be held at St
(right by Aldgate tube station)
by kind permission
of the Rector, Dr Brian Lee, on
Friday 16 May at 5 pm
with refreshments to follow at the church
Celebrant: Brother Philip Bartholomew, SSF
Preacher: Dick Bird, Minister Provincial TSSF

t o

This booklet has been produced to help with an
improved understanding of the implications of sexual
identity for the Church,
charitable work, is offered to the wider Church. The
booklet will be available on request from Third Order
Distribution, The Old Parsonage, 168 Wroslyn Road,
Freeland, Witney OX29 8AQ. There will be no charge
for the booklet, though donation cheques made
payable to ,Third Order
welcome.

Any gqueries regarding the above should be made to
David Swain (T: 01865 767068 E:
swain936@btinternet.com) or Alan Williams (T:
01886 833578 E: Williams.a.r@btopenworld.com).

Justice and the Love of God Reflections
on the Gospel

A weekend with contributions by David
Rhodes

11-13 April 2008

Based on the best-selling book, Sparrow Story, we
explore the meaning of the love of God and the
implications it may have for our daily lives. Time has

worn smooth the challenging vision Jesus sets before
us. For many, faith has become little more than a
comfort - even a comfort blanket. Perhaps this is the

ultimate blasphemy: to have tried to tame and
domesticate the Word of God. The reactions to
Sparrow Story were predictably mixed: most people
were thrilled by it and found its contemporary setting
opened up new insights into their faith.

Others were no so polite: just as people were
shocked by the words and deeds of Jesus 2,000
years ago! As we explore the turbulent and
sometimes disturbing life of Christ, we discover we
are each deeply and unconditionally loved by God.
But this is a love suffused with a power that breaks in
on us to reveal nothing less than the meaning and
purpose of life.

"The weekend will take place in Bernard and Juniper
Houses at Hilfield Friary, comfortably re-furnished
over the past year. The format of the weekend
includes full board, though we invite those
participating to share in the preparation of meals and
the washing up. Those coming will be able to join the
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brothers and other Friary guests in chapel services.'
We make no charge for the weekend but we are glad

recei Vvgdgecdve 8 AdhdtionCtdwarbisNolir coskXvRidhOwe! N g
h a's pelieve to be £75 per person. We would like to invite

people to make a returnable deposit of about £10.

A Sense of Place

Bot ol ph" sRogdtion Weekend wipha BretherE Sdmuel

25-27 April 2008

Rogationt i de i s traditionally
b o u n & swalking around the boundaries of the
parish and asking for

woodlands, the growing crops, the animals and the
work of our hands. It used also to be a way of
identifying and honouring
celebration of the network of relationships of which
we were a part. With the rapidly increasing mobility of
eoples around the world, not jrust frtorn count@/sidcsz to .
UrBan aréaSbut At cﬁty toocity, we ' afe Iosmrg hat' S
sense of belonging anywhere in particular and of
being part of communities which nurture and sustain
us.
This weekend at Hilfield is open to all who want to
enj o the Friar i the f
eé;])fore t%/ervglu% %f'kr?owing ‘)’/Voﬁrupl)gcg whgrgver\{/oﬁ ry
happen to live — whether in countryside, in city or in
subur b. e Wmwring the giories of particular
places and talking about ways of becoming more
. rooted" wher e we ar e.
»,Scandal of
stories, how in them God is revealed through our
understanding of place . We " | | be
particular nineteen acres of Hilfield Friary and what

they can show us, and — oh, yes —we " | | be
the bounds!

Hilfield Project Saturday Programme
May - June

10 May A Beginnerds

the Hilfield Project.

10.30-4.00

Come and explore the environs of Hilfield, West
Dorset. The Franciscan Friary at Hilfield is sheltered
under the ridge of Batcombe Down and Hilfield Hill,
the land has never been fertilised and therefore is
rich in native flora. Tony Barnard has a great love of
this place, over the past twenty five years he has built
up a great knowledge of the flora of this area. He will
lead you through the meadows and woodland where
you will learn how to name about 50 wild flowers
growing in these different habitats. Previous
knowledge not a necessity! Bring a pack lunch,
coffee and tea provided.

Donation £2.00, children free.

19 May Wind and Fire Event

2.00-400

The power of wind and fire will be the essence of this
fun day. We will make and fly kites, flags and
banners ending with a bonfire feast for tea. All
materials will be provided and wet weather options
will be available. Donation £2.00
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7 June Bee Awareness i the Honey Bee:
Barometers for the Environment and Community
Life

2.00-4.00

A talk and demonstration of a bee hive with
reflections on what it can teach us about living in
community by Shirley Smith, bee-keeper & priest,
followed by tea of bread and honey and cakes
Donation £2.00

21 June Franciscan Mid-Summer Fair
11-4.00
A day of fun and entertainment. Come, see and
join in the demonstrations of pottery, calligraphy,
origami and drumming; try your luck with traditional
fair games; be entertained by Hand to Mouth Theatre,
singing, Yet minster Irish Dancers and Morris
dancing; enjoy the many displays of country living and
rural crafts; there will be stall of many different crafts;
sticks and candles, honey, cakes and jam, bead-
work, woodcrafts etc; and guided walks of the Secret
Garden and Friary grounds. Refreshments served
throughout the day.
A moth trap will take place the evening before and
butterfly walks led by Nigel Spring of the Dorset
Butterfly Conservation Group, all interested in taking
part are welcome to stay overnight please ring
Project to make arrangements.
Entrance Adults £1.00 Children free
All events take place at The Friary of Saint Francis in
Hilfield half way between Dorchester and Sherborne.
Enquiries: 01300 341741 www.hilfieldproject.co.uk

Hilfield Project Retreat Programme
2008

23 -25 May 2008

Thy word is all

Learning to Spell with George Herbert

A Weekend led by Brother Sam and Dr Elizabeth Cook

14-16 June 2008

The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos

A Workshop Weekend led by Mary-Jo Radcliffe backed by
a video of Brian Swimme

19-21 September 2008

God Bless Africa

A weekend exploring peace and justice in Africa with
Brother John

10-12 October 2008

Living in Gratitude and Peace

Franciscan Wisdom for a Global Future

A Weekend led by Brother Sam

7-9 November 2008
To be announced

5-7 December 2008
Title to be decided
A weekend led by the Revd Jonathon Herbert from the
Pilsdon Community

For more information and booking ( 01300 341741
www. hilfieldproject.co.uk

April 2008

RETREAT AT LA VERNA

The place of the Stigmata of St. Francis - July 8-12
2008. There are still a few places left at the Pastor
Angelicus Retreat Centre. Mainly silence but input
from Brother Thomas Anthony SSF, John Hall-
Matthews TSSF and David Norwood TSSF. The
Sanctuary is only a short walk away and we have the
use of the Retreat Centre Chapel for our
devotions. Cost for full board £150 per person.
Arrange your own flights to Italy (Perugia from
Stansted, or to Rome and then train) and we can
advise on this; also accommodation in Assisi
depending on how long you wish to stay there. Allow
£25 return for transport to La Verna from Assisi. For
further details please contact as soon as possible -
David Norwood on e-mail: norwoods@talktalk.net or
tel:01267 267125

St Clare Service 2008 at
Denny Abbey (near Waterbeach, Cambs
d on the A10)

Since the mid 1980s, Tertiaries and Companions
(SSF) have <celebrated S
Abbey in the Parish of Waterbeach, Cambridge, with
a Eucharist in the Abbey itself (a historic monument)
or in its grounds. This year the service will be held at
6.00pm on Saturday August 9" The Abbey was at
one time a house of the Poor Clares, as was an
earlier foundation at Waterbeach Abbey.

All are welcome. Further information can be obtained
from:-

The Rev B.J.Macdonald-Milne,

39 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambridge. CB25 9NQ
Tel: 01223-861631

e-mail: bj-macdonaldmilne@homecall.co.uk

PILGIMAGE TO ASSISI
1st 6 10th OCTOBER 2008

Edith Pearson of the Cheshire Group has organised
this pilgrimage. They will be staying with The
Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement. The stay will
include days out in Greccio and La Verna as well as
visiting the Franciscan sites. The cost is £729 plus
insurance.

Further details can be sought from Edith on 01270
580050.

HILFIELD FRIARY

Seeking advice with Financial Planning
The brothers at Hilfield Friary in Dorset are looking
for someone to give free financial advice, both for the
Friary and for the newly-established Hilfield Peace
and Environment Project - for medium and long-term
financial planning and possibly for fund-raising. Such
a person might be a retired banker or accountant
who would be interested in supporting Hilfield Friary
as a centre for spirituality and the environment.
Hilfield Friary is part of the Society of St Francis, an
Anglican Franciscan Order. The brothers would be
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glad to know of anyone whom they could approach
and send further information.

Contact: Br Samuel SSF -
samuelssf@franciscans.org.uk; or Sarah Hargreaves
- hilfieldproject@franciscans.org.uk 01300 341741

PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
5th & 10th July 2009

Trevor Boycott says that places are going well, but
there are places still available.

Further information and booking forms can be
obtained from Trevor at

17 Brook Street, Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear, NE26
1AF, or by email on trevortssf@tiscali.co.uk

RETREATS

St. Francis Convent d Third Order
Retreat

Friday 12™ Sept & Sunday 14™ Sept 08

| have arranged this Third Order retreat
at St Francis Convent.
The Conductor is — Bishop John Neale.
This will be a Silent Retreat with addresses given by
the Conductor.
Cost will be £56 +
St Francis Convent has ground floor rooms and wash
rooms. There is no wheelchair access to any of the
bedrooms.
Contact details - Dr Pauline Primrose
Corrach, 105 Dundry Lane
Dundry
BRISTOL BS41 8JE
Tel - 0117 9465066
pauline@-corrach.demon.co.uk

20 - 24 October 2008
Llangasty Retreat House, Llangasty,
Brecon, Powys LD3 7PX

Individually guided retreat

Conductor: John Hall-Matthews
Approx cost £185

Two rooms for disabled

Booking: John Hall-Matthews,
Hillcrest,

Corvedale Rd,

Halford,

Craven Arms

Shropshire SY7 9BT Tel: 01588 672706

Franciscan Aid Fund
Expenditure 2006/7

Grants- Institutions 8750
Grants-Individuals 3375
Trustees Travel 437
Room Hire 177
Postage etc 30
Audit Fee 235
Bank Charges 155
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Franciscan Aid

The object of Franciscan Aid is to "relieve poverty
and advance education of deprived people from Third
World Countries whose needs may not be covered by
the other agencies and those with whom the
Franciscans are in contact and those whose needs
are known so that they can be aided quickly". The pie
chart below expresses the use of funds over the
previous financial year. The Trustees would like to
thank all contributors especially the coffee money
collected on our behalf in Helensborough over many
years now. Also those who have included Franciscan
Aid in their Will.

Webmaster - Nigel Herriott

| am a Tertiary from Berkshire and was professed on
St . Clare*"s day 2006. I

company, although | am in sales and not particularly
technical. When | took over the website from Ken
Seagars | soon realised how much work he must
have put in over the years. The website is one of our
faces to the outside world and is also an information
source for Tertiaries. To some extent these are
conflicting objectives and | have done my best to
deliver both. Above all, it is your website, so please
let me know what you think and how it could be
improved. | will also be looking at other forms of
“cyber presence” in

your comments to nigel@herriott.net

r“s Travel Expenses.

Opportunity to serve a London parish
The priest at St George's, Hanworth (in West
London, near Feltham) has approached us seeking
Tertiaries who may wish to spend a year or more
living and working in this disadvantaged but busy
parish. Fr. Paul Wiliamson offers all found
accommodation in a large, refurbished house that
is currently vacant, andan additional salary
element. Having connections with SSF and other
Anglican religious communities he first
envisaged the tertiary equivalent of a SSF communal
presence in Hanworth, but is quite flexible about what
may be practicable. If you are at all interested in this
prospect do initially contact within TSSF either Hugh
Beach (020 7835 1219) or John Wiltshire (020 8527
5148), who are in touch with Fr. Paul, for more
information and a discussion.

Father Max Mizzi OFM Conv

Many Tertiaries have good memories of Max Mizzi
who has just died. He was a Roman Catholic
Conventual Friar who worked in Assisi. Among other
things he attended two General Chapters in York in
the 1990s, participated in a Franciscan gathering in
Southwark Cathedral, and welcomed very many
Anglican pilgrims to Assisi. He was born in Malta in
1930 and his great work in recent years was the
founding of the Centre for Ecumenical and Inter-Faith
Dialogue. We thank God for him. May he rest in
peace and rise in glory.

Dick Bird

Minister Provincial
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'Toolkit for Area Novice Guardians' for
all active Novice Guardians.

Almost 400 'Toolkits for Area Novice Guardians'
(TANG) have been delivered to the Area Novice
Guardians for them to distribute to their active Novice
Guardians. Hopefully, most of the TANGs will now be
in the hands of Novice Guardians, ready to be used.

The TANG and other supportive materials can be
found on the tssf website:
www.orders.anglican.org/tssf/formation/TANG/index.
html

or www.tssf.org.uk

May | take this opportunity to say thank you and
farewell to all my brothers and sisters with whom |
have worked in my role of Provincial Novice
Guardian. | thank you all for your loving support and
encouragement over the last 6 years.

Love, joy and peace to you all. Pace e bene.

Stuart
Outgoing Provincial Novice Guardian.

Market Place Franciscans

(London)

The next two MPF meetings are on

Wed 11th June and

Wed 15th October

(6.30 at St Peter's, Eaton Square, SW1).

(MPF)

We are considering adapting MPF to become a
discussion forum offering a Franciscan take on
current affairs, followed by a simple restaurant meal
locally for any who wish to join us.

Do contact John Wiltshire (020 8527 5148) with
comments, or for more information.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR
RETREATS

Are you finding it financially demanding to go on
Retreat?
If so, you should apply to the KNOX DICK FUND

This Fund is used to help Tertiaries of modest means
keep their Rule of Life
by helping with the costs of going on retreat.

Please write or send an email to:

Anne Spalding
. Nel son" , 28
WOODBRIDGE
Suffolk IP12 1EJ
email: anne28@cnet.org

Diary 2008
June

6 and 7 Provincial Chapt er
October
17 to 19 Provincial Chapter at Bishop Woodford House, Ely.

Vi

at St Col umba-*"
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Novices, Professed, RIP

NOVICES (15)

Susan Ashton Blackmore Vale

John Bennett Yorks N & E
Gerald Davies Wales
David De Verney Lincoln
Samantha Forster Shrewsbury
Geoffrey Fowler Cornwall
Samuel Hannard Lincoln

Mia Hilborn
Richard Hulmston
Anne Hussey

London E & Essex S
Mersey Valley
Guildford

George Moden E Anglia

Jo Monk Mersey Valley
Humphrey Squire Blackmore Vale
Karen Vincent Severn

Marc Vincent Severn
PROFESSED (8)

Olga Bell Durham

Margaret Field Newcastle

Valerie Hill Mercia

John Hobson Nottingham & S Derby
Mollie Kingham Guildford

Gillian Pain Guildford

Jennifer Pugh Newcastle

Steven Whiting CF Midlands W

RIP (4)

Anne Lepine Newcastle RIP
Michael Segal Guildford RIP 4.3.08
Francis Sorley Oxford RIP

Tiny (Albert) Turrall Shrewsbury RIP 22.3.08

Who to send things to:

Changes in address, telephone number, TSSF Officer
role, e-mail addresst o Al ex Cal vel ey,
Vicarage, St Peters Road, Birkdale, Southport, PR8 4BY.
Tel: 01704 560800. e-mail: thirdorder@btconnect.com

Information for the Chronicle to Andrew Dotchin, Editor,
176 Fircroft Road, Ipswich IP1 6PS

Tel:. (01473) 741389 Mobile: 0781 4949 828

e-mail: andrew.dotchin@ntlworld.com

Contributions for TONews to Roger Marks, Editor,
7 Garton, Drive, Eccleshill, BRADFORD. BD10 8AU.
Tel: 01274-637468 Mobile: 07779-239950

e-mail: marks.roger@gmail.com

For all other matters to do with communication within
the Order to Alan Williams, (Provincial Communications
Co-ordinator) 165 Leigh Sinton Road, Malvern Link,
Worcestershire WR14 1LB. Tel: 01886 833578

e-mail: williams.a.r@btopenworld.com

Contributions, TSSF expense claims and letters about
finance to Anne Lindley, Provincial Treasurer, 92
Burnthwaite Road, Fulham, London, SW6 5BG. Tel: 020
7385 8502 e-mail: anne.lindley@zetnet.co.uk

Donations,to Franciscan Aid

Thg ?r@a&;rer of Franciscan Aid is Leslie Johnson, 15
Breton House, Barbican, London. EC2Y 8DQ and the
Secretary is Sue Green, 4 EIm Close, Witney, Oxon. OX28
5BT.

Copy date for TONews 34: 1 July 2008
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