THIRD ORDER

T

news

Issue 34

July 2008

PRAYER FOR LAMBETH

Third Order Praying Presence

Here is the revised daily programme for our Praying
Presence in Greyfriars Chapel Canterbury during the
Lambeth Conference 16 July-4 August.

Our whole intention is t
the Lambeth Conference.

Monday to Saturday.

9.00 a.m. Morning Prayer & Community Obedience
10-11 a.m. Bible Study Signs on the Way in St.

John"s Gospel

12 noon Eucharist with homily (not on Sundays).
Wednesdays at 12.30 p.m.

2-3p.m. Prayer

5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer

On the Fridays there will be Stations of the Cross in
the afternoon

On Sunday 27 July at 2.30 p.m. at Greyfriars there
will be a gathering of Franciscan bishops hosted by
the SSF Bishop Protector General, George Connor.

Dorothy Brooker TSSF, our Minister General, will be
here from New Zealand and | shall be staying in
Chartham, just outside the city for the whole
Conference time. Sister Joyce CSF (the Minister
General of CSF) will be with us as will Sister Jean
CSF from the USA and two American SSF Novices.

John Morrison TSSF (Provincial Secretary) lives in
Canterbury and will coordinate all the local
arrangements. However, he is not able to find
accommodation. He would welcome offers of
practical help. His email address is:
jpm_490540@hotmail.com.

Mobile: 0771 424 2798. Tel: 01227 464854.

There will be a large hospitality tent in the garden of
the Masters Lodge, The John Adam Tent, in which
refreshments will always be available and where we
can meet each other.

Dick Bird TSSF
Minister Provincial
Mobile: 07903 075618 (from 14 July)
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Report from the June meeting of
Provincial Chapter

Members of Chapter met

Woking and were delighted to welcome into our midst
Philippa Bird, the new Provincial Novice Guardian,
who_now takes on this re ponsM:#y in successmré to

KtudtBallard®-"to wiofh arﬁl th

Yet again in our discussions and prayers we were
made aware of the global nature of the Third Order,
with  members in five provinces from Africa to
Zimbabwe. Particular prayers are needed by
Christians in general and Franciscans in particular
who live in countries with difficult communal and
political circumstances.

Tertiaries will be made aware by their area teams of
the main points and decisions that emerged from this
meeting of Chapter, and it is hoped these will be
disseminated as quickly as is feasible. The Provincial
Secretary and Communications Coordinator are
going to be looking at ways of presenting a yearly
digest of these decisions to the membership, so that
you can keep track. What was a reasonable way of
organising 800 people some twenty years ago, is not
very efficient today — decisions and situations are not
always able to be conveyed to everyone easily, and
we feel that it is important that those people who are
accountable to you for the good running of the Order,
ie the Trustees of the Charity which is the Third
Order, and the members of Provincial Chapter
(effectively the same people) should have their
decisions relayed to you as efficiently as possible.

You have elected members of Chapter to office.
There is a call for nominations for the role of Minister
Provincial. Chapter hopes that you will prayerfully
consider whether you could be this person. Then
there will be a ballot to elect from among the
candidates. It is hoped that unlike most national
elections, all the membership of the Order will cast
their vote. Principally because all professed members
have a duty to share in the running of the Province,
and also because if y ou
really complain about decisions taken on your behalf.
Harsh,but in my humble opinion, true.

Our Bishop Protector, Michael Perham, joined us on
the Saturday and having spoken with us and
answered questions on what the Church expects of
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the Third Order today, presided at the Eucharist. A
recent Third Order News gave a synopsis of Bishop
Mi chael " s the&8rdmsgreve Cluster Day last
year, and he based his talk to us on that. He has also
offered to make himself available for a day or two
each year to the Third Order, as distinct from SSF,
CSF, or CSCI - not quite to do with as we please,
but so that we can make best use of his role as
Protector for us.

Some highlights

1 Calls for nomination to Province-wide elected
roles, and subsequent ballot papers if
required, will be sent out to every professed
Tertiary by email. This might appear
“extr av atdgtaihdndble uskxasfulfil our
obligations to ensure every professed
member is enfranchised in accordance with
our obligations as a Charity.

9 The Provincial address and intercession list
will be forwarded by email to anyone within
the Order who asks. It is not going to be
made available through the website, as we
don"t

1 Br Martin SSF compiles the rota for
Chaplaincy at Freeland from among the
sisters and brothers of the First Order. They
are now looking towards filing gaps in
2009/2010 from among the Third Order. If
you are a priest, male or female, and would
be able to offer a week or two to the
Community at Freeland, please make your
offer to Sr Alison OSC, the guest sister.

1 The revised Daily Office SSF: this will now be
available from Easter 2010, slightly later than
planned. The price is envisaged at £20.

1 There is to be a spiritual direction course run
at Compton Durville for members of the Third
Order who would like to become Spiritual
Directors for other Tertiaries — unlike some
diocesan courses. Most of the costs of this
will be borne by the Province, and some
subsistence costs for participants might also
be provided, if there is need. More details
about this will be made available as we go
along.

1 The Formation Team are going to consider
how best to keep the Day of Penitence in
September within the Order.

1 Franciscan Spirituality by Brother Ramon
SSF has been reprinted and copies will be
available from the usual outlets

1 Sets of our leaflets for enquirers will be sent

to each diocesan vocations officer or their
equivalent in the British Isles.
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Many other matters were discussed, of course; space
doesn"t
Members prayed, ate, chatted and laughed together,
as well as talking seriously about matters of
importance to the order. The global was as equally
important as the local and the personal. And we give
thanks to God for Francis, Clare and the entire
Franciscan family. Laus Deo.

Provincial Chapter next meets in Ely on 17th to 19th
October, where we will be joined by the Ministers
Provincial of the First Order and the Abbess of the
Second Order.

Alan Williams
Communications Coordinator

On entering a church

Some time ago | was being shown the local church
by two Tertiaries. As we got just inside the door |
noticed they were praying very quietly and asked
them what prayer they were saying. Rather surprised,
they said: “Oh the prayer
adore you, most holy, Lord Jesus Christ, here and in

have a secure ar e dllyourchurches throughoutthe world, and we bless

you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed
the world.""” For year s
cross on entering a church but had never said the
obvious prayer and wondered how many members of
our Order do it. Do you?

The prayer comes from the Testament of St
Francis which he wrote in October 1226 and is
adapted from a liturgical formula used from ancient
ti mes on Good Friday: “ We
we bless you because by your cross you have

redeemed the world . ” We wuse it dai

the opening prayer of the Community Obedience. |
suggest we use it as an entering prayer this summer
especially when we visit churches on holiday. It has
changed my attitude completely from tourist to
pilgrim.

Dick Bird
Minister Provincial

Hilfield Project Retreat Programme
2008

19-21 September 2008

God Bless Africa

A weekend exploring peace and justice in Africa with

Brother John

10-12 October 2008

Living in Gratitude and Peace

Franciscan Wisdom for a Global Future

A Weekend led by Brother Sam

7-9 November 2008

To be announced

5-7 December 2008

Title to be decided

A weekend led by the Revd Jonathon Herbert from the

Pilsdon Community

For more information and booking ( 01300 341741
www.hilfieldproject.co.uk
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St Clare Service 2008 at
Denny Abbey (near Waterbeach, Cambs
d on the A10)

Since the mid 1980s, Tertiaries and Companions
( SSF) have celebrated S
Abbey in the Parish of Waterbeach, Cambridge, with
a Eucharist in the Abbey itself (a historic monument)
or in its grounds. This year the service will be held at
6.00pm on Saturday August 9", The Abbey was at
one time a house of the Poor Clares, as was an
earlier foundation at Waterbeach Abbey.

All are welcome. Further information can be obtained
from:-

The Rev B.J.Macdonald-Milne,

39 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambridge. CB25 9NQ
Tel: 01223-861631

e-mail: bj-macdonaldmilne@homecall.co.uk

INDIVIDUALLY GUIDED RETREAT

The Malvern Area have arranged an Individually
guided retreat at LLangasty Retreat House from
Monday 20th to Friday 24th October 2008. Booking
John Hall-Matthews, Hillcrest, Corvedale Road,
Halford, Craven Arms, Shropshire SY7 9BT. Cost
£230 Tel 01588 672706

PILGIMAGE TO ASSISI
1st 6 10th OCTOBER 2008

Edith Pearson of the Cheshire Group has organised
this pilgrimage. They will be staying with The
Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement. The stay will
include days out in Greccio and La Verna as well as
visiting the Franciscan sites. The cost is £729 plus
insurance.

Further details can be sought from Edith on 01270
580050.

RETREAT

St Andrews, Eden Hall, Stick Hill,
Edenbridge,
KENT TN5 5NN

21% to 24th October 2008

Kent West Area Silent Retreat led by Bro. Martin
SSF. All welcome.

Cost £125

For booking form contact —

John Morgan

67 Burnham Road,

Dartford,

Kent DA1 5AY

Tel: 01322 277152
e-mail: jmorgan99@tiscali.co.uk
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Engaging Spirituality

At the end of May, 180 people from various Christian
traditions gathered at Swanwick for Engaging
Spirituality. It was the first time Churches Together in
England and the Roman Catholic Diocese of
NGttinghare fad heldagont armuial cobferenoey

We had opportunities to experience different
traditions of worship. On Saturday morning | opted for
the Free Church celebration of Holy Communion. It
featured a sung, metrical Eucharistic prayer and
excellent address on the Visitation Feast. Early
Sunday morning | took a walk round the lakes before
attending the RC Mass.

Plenty of workshops to choose two from: African
Dance; Prayer Walk; Juggling (3 balls); Art
Appreciation; Uses of Silence; Rosary; Justice &

Peace; Spirituality of lona; Spirituality in the

Wor kpl ace; et c. I went for
relating to Young People & t
Christendom"”. Both workshops

issues of the keynote speeches..

In the first, Andrew Graystone, Director of the
Churches Media Council, introduced us to the weird
(and wonderful/dangerous?)
virtual reality, a place of random connections and
infinite choice where
virtual churches are completely anonymous, never
meet in the flesh and have no means of verifying
what members say about themselves. Andrew asks:

Is the church ready for the digital revolution? How
does it affect our spirituality? Media providers and
users need to contract for integrity and truth on both
sides. Spirituality is about making connections
between ourselves and God.

Nigel Pimlott spoke of the discovery of a lost tribe:
nobody could communicate with them as there was

no common language. Many people, especially
parents, often feel that way about young people.
Agai n, it"s about maki ng
appreciate their spirituality.

On Sunday Fr Ken O" Riordan
Cornick agreed that the spirituality we share is the
place where the core of our differences is resolved.

It "s w hlestus te mpa@nb others to what our
generous God is doing in our midst.

A great thing about Swanwick is that, however full the
programme appears to be, t
for solitary reflection and also the opportunity to listen

to each ofilesrs“whet der it
sessions, at meals, over coffee or walking round
those scenic grounds.

Brenda Stephenson
Ecumenical Officer,.

THE KINDLY FACE OF ISLAM

At a meeting of the London West Area, held on
Saturday 21% June on the theme of Inter-faith
dialogue, the principal speaker was Shahid Akmal.
He is a very interesting man.
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A Punjabi by birth Shahid was previously a Senior
Inspector of Taxes in the Inland Revenue. His last job
there was the UK Manager for the IT Help Desk,
managing over 350 people in 6 different locations in
the UK, servicing over 85,000 computers and nearly
60,000 staff. He has since founded and now runs a
management and consultancy company called
Exquisitus Ltd. that specialises in Diversity and
Islamic Cultural Awareness training.

He has trained
organizations and companies including the NHS,
Metropolitan Police and the Greater London
Authority. Shahid has recently been consulting for Al-
Hijrah Trust UK, an international educational charity
that runs schools, colleges and other projects,
especially for Muslim children. He is a member of the
UK Interfaith Network has delivered talks to
audiences of all faith (and non-faith) backgrounds in
the UK and abroad. He is regularly the Muslim
contributor to the Jewish/Christian/Muslim '3 Faith
Forum'. He serves on the Harrow Metropolitan Police
Consultative Committee and was the Muslim
contributor at the commemorative service for Diana,
the Princess of Wales at Peterborough Cathedral.

In his talk Shahid explained the foundations of the
Muslim faith and portrayed it as a beneficent and
tolerant religion, with many features in common with
Christianity and Judaism, and broadly tolerant of
both. This is in marked contrast with the approach of
some notable tertiaries — such as Patrick Sookhdeo
who runs the Barnabas Fund and Caroline
(Baroness) Cox. Both of these speak from first-hand
knowledge of the sufferings of Christian in Muslim
lands and with a strong track record in alleviating
them. They emphasize how modern radicalism, as
seen in the UK, is rooted in an intolerant strand of
early and classical Islam that has been carried
through over the centuries in various forms. This has
been strengthened in recent decades by the global
resurgence of Islam and in the UK by
multiculturalism, among other factors.

We need to understand both points of view. Shahid is
an excellent and persuasive ambassador for Muslim
culture and faith. From his performance in Fulham
last Saturday we can warmly recommended to any
tertiary group. His web site is:- www.exquisitus.Itd.uk

FREELAND RETREATS

March 2009
Monday 16" — Thursday 19"

The Old Parsonage, Freeland, Oxford
Silent Retreat

Conductors: Rev Michael Campling TSSF and
Margaret Ellis TSSF
Cost:£105 + Conductor“s

October 2009
Monday 19" — Thursday 22™
July 2008
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The Old Parsonage, Freeland, Exford
Silent Retreat

Conductor: Rev Andrew McKearney TSSF
Cost:£105 + Coductor s

Bookings:
Lesley Sutton, 12 Hill Top Road, Oxford OX4 1PB
Tel: 01865 248847

e-mail: oxfordretreat@yahoo.co.uk
t he UK" s |l eadi ng

PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
Change of dates. Now:-
Sun 28™ June & Fri 3™ July 2009

Trevor Boycott says that bookings are going well. So
far 50 have signed up. There are still places
available.

Further information and booking forms can be
obtained from Trevor at

17 Brook Street, Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear, NE26
1AF, or by email on trevortssf@tiscali.co.uk

FRANCISCAN SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
(Early notice)

8 0 12 May 2009

It is hoped to run a series of courses concentrating
specifically on the Franciscan aspect of Sprirtual
Direction. This has been made possible by the
generous Mary Whittam Legacy to the Third order,
which Provincial Chapter has decided to devote to
this purpose.

The first has been booked for 3 nights, 12 - 8 May
2009 at Compton Durville and another will take place
at Alnmouth. It is hoped that they will be staffed by
members of the First and Third Orders.

Participants should be:

- experienced spiritual directors, those who are
undertaking diocesan or other courses dealing with
the skills aspect of spiritual direction,

- experienced retreat leaders.

The training costs of the course will be met by the
Order. Inevitably details are sketchy at the moment,
and further updates will appear in Third Order News,
but anyone who would like to express interest is
asked to contact

Adrian Noble, Chandlers Court House, Church Street,
Tewkesbury,

GL20 5Rz

adrian.chandlers@care4free.net

RETREATS
St. Francis Convent 6 Third Order
Retreat
Friday 12™ Sept & Sunday 14™ Sept 08
&{hawe arranged this Third Order retreat

at St Francis Convent.
The Conductor is — Bishop John Neale.
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This will be a Silent Retreat with addresses given by
the Conductor.

Cost wildl be Ef£bd&delBExpesesniduct o

St Francis Convent has ground floor rooms and wash
rooms. There is no wheelchair access to any of the
bedrooms.
Contact details - Dr Pauline Primrose
Corrach, 105 Dundry Lane
Dundry
BRISTOL BS41 8JE
Tel - 0117 9465066
pauline@corrach.demon.co.uk

20 - 24 October 2008
Llangasty Retreat House, Llangasty,
Brecon, Powys LD3 7PX

Individually guided retreat

Conductor: John Hall-Matthews
Approx cost £185

Two rooms for disabled

Booking: John Hall-Matthews,
Hillcrest,

Corvedale Rd,

Halford,

Craven Arms

Shropshire SY7 9BT Tel: 01588 672706

PRACTICAL COMPASSION FOR DESTITUTE
CHILDREN (PCDC)

Rev Malcolm Jones asks us to pray for this work with
destitute children.

PCDC is a small faith ministry to children whose lives
are caught up in a lethal mix of violence and poverty.
| founded Practical Compassion for Destitute
Children in 1995 and it was registered as a charity
with the Charity Commission in 1998. | began by
serving two children in Bethlehem in one family, then
four in another. Now we are a team of eight people
dedicated to serving children in destitution in the area
around Bethlehem. We now support 248 children and
work in 24 schools and three universities. My job is
co-ordinator. That means | know each of those
children and their needs, and | link them with people
round the world who want to help by sponsoring
them. Help is hands on and practical. We pay our
own expenses so all donations are given 100% to the
children's needs. We are, | am told, well-known,
much loved and greatly trusted in and around
Bethlehem. We work on both sides of the divide, with
Israelis and Palestinians, and are respected by
Christians, Muslims and Jews. We help all children,
regardless of their faith or origins, equally. We were
given a British Rotary Award in 2001 for this work. In
2006 we were awarded a special award from Hope
School in Bethlehem for 10 years of work there. This
year | was given (but accepted it only in the name of
the PCDC Team) an International Service above Self
award, which is prestigious, and last month we were
given a special award from the Lutheran Church to
mark our service to two children's homes run by the
Lutheran Church in Beit Jala, Bethlehem. Anyone can
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sponsor a child. It costs £10 per month or whatever
people can afford. We take no expenses so every
pehny is put in that child's account. We are linked to
Franciscan Aid, of which | am a trustee.

Please pray for us.
We are all committed Christians from all
backgrounds.

His email address is:-
malcolmjonespcdc@hotmail.com

Study and Prayer (Third Order Studies)

Our annual study week at Alnmouth Friary this
October is fully booked. Themes for anticipated
papers include:

T A full review of Br
“Franciscan
SPCK; ISBN 028 10 60320; £10.99)

i Obedience - a contribution to the current
debate encouraged by PC

I Tension between the First and Second Aims:
Jews and Friars in medieval
Spai n..... . (and up t
contributions)

The Richard Rohr study weekend at Freeland in May
2009 is also fully booked. However in January, with
support from PC, we will invite Richard Rohr himself
to lead a major TSSF event in 2010 or 2011, probably
in partnership with a like-minded organisation. Watch
this exciting space!

We are keen to facilitate area or cluster study days
as well. For example, a London-based event on the
obedience theme is planned for early in 2010. If any
study groups ar e using
would be glad to hear about it.

Do contact John Wiltshire (S+P Coordinator) with any
queries, including requests for advice on study events
in your own area. John is available at 020 8527 5148,
and katherine.wiltshirel @ntlworld.com.

Market Place Franciscans (London)

After 20+ years, we have agreed that MPF should
now end. During its life this forum gave Tertiaries
working in business and in other organisations a
space to share the dilemmas of being Franciscan in
the heat of the world"s *

We will have a final meeting, with closing eucharist
and refreshments, on Wednesday 22" October (not
15" October, as in previous TONS) at:
St Peter®s; Eat on
from Victoria Station (6.30 start)

Sshaortamalle ;

Do contact John Wiltshire (07717 547672;
katherine.wiltshirel @ntlworld.com) if you would like
to join us for this final event, and have not heard from
John directly.
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TSSF Knox Dick Fund Appeal

The Knox Dick Fund welcomes requests
AND
The Knox Dick Fund welcomes additional
investment

The Knox Dick Fund is available to give financial help
to tertiaries in need. In practice Provincial Chapter
has agreed that this means helping tertiaries who
would otherwise be unable fulfil their Rule of Life with
the costs of going on retreat. Enquiries are always
welcome.

The Knox Dick Fund originated from a legacy which
is kept invested and produces an income. The
income produced is not large so the Knox Dick Fund
in fact receives much of its income from Third Order
general funds. Given the size of the Third Order, the
long lives many people have, and the simple lifestyles
of many in the Order, requests to the Knox Dick fund
are unlikely to decrease. As a result I, as
Administrator of the Fund, would very much like to
see an increase in the dedicated income. If you are
able to give money or investments to the Fund that
would be most welcome.

If you would like to give to the Fund, please contact
the Provincial Treasurer, Anne Lindley (92
Burnthwaite Road, Fulham, London SW6 5BG,;
anne.lindley@zetnet.co.uk ).

Enquiries for help from the Fund, as usual contact

Anne Spalding (Nelson, 28 Victoria Road,
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1EJ; anne28@cnet.org).

Diary 2008
October

17" - 19" Provincial Chapter at Bishop Woodford House, Ely.

Novices, Professed, RIP

NOVICES (22)

Roderick Allon-Smith Durham
David DeVerney Lincoln
Rhona Duncan Wessex
Lesley Valiant Wessex
David Fairbrother Notts & S Derby
Geoffrey Fowler Cornwall
Graham Gee Wessex
Lucy Helmsley Somerset
Richard Hulmston Mersey Valley
Daphne MacKenzie Yorks N & E
Andrew Mayes Sussex
Donald Orr Scotland

Di Phaby Cornwall
Chris Smith Avon Vale
Pamela Thomas Devon
Geoff Tonkin Yorks N & E
Jacki Tonkin Yorks N & E
Denise Turner Cornwall
Roger Wale Wales

John Wardle Yorks N & E
Gillian Webster Cornwall
Brenda-Anne Yellon Sussex
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PROFESSED (9)

Nancy Geddes Scotland

Jeannie Gye Wessex

Brenda Hewitt Yorks N & E

Sally Kimmis Devon

Neil Mansfield Avon Vale

Pauline Percy Yorks N & E

Alison Phillips Mercia

Marlene Phillips Somerset

Lesley Smith Devon

RIP (4)

Vi Bell Durham RIP

Jill Clarke Ireland RIP 23.4.08
Derek Rigby Mercia RIP 3.2008
Michael Segal Guildford RIP 4.3.08

Who to send things to:

Changes in address, telephone number, TSSF Officer
role, e-mail addresst o Al ex Cal vel ey,
Vicarage, St Peters Road, Birkdale, Southport, PR8 4BY.
Tel: 01704 560800. e-mail: thirdorder@btconnect.com

Information for the Chronicle to Andrew Dotchin, Editor,
176 Fircroft Road, Ipswich IP1 6PS

Tel:.. (01473) 741389 Mobile: 0781 4949 828

e-mail: andrew.dotchin@ntlworld.com

Contributions for TONews to Roger Marks, Editor,
7 Garton, Drive, Eccleshill, BRADFORD. BD10 8AU.
Tel: 01274-637468 Mobile: 07779-239950

e-mail: marks.roger@gmail.com

For all other matters to do with communication within
the Order to Alan Williams, (Provincial Communications
Co-ordinator) 165 Leigh Sinton Road, Malvern Link,
Worcestershire WR14 1LB. Tel: 01886 833578

e-mail: williams.a.r@btopenworld.com

Contributions, TSSF expense claims and letters about
finance to Anne Lindley, Provincial Treasurer, 92
Burnthwaite Road, Fulham, London, SW6 5BG. Tel: 020
7385 8502 e-mail: anne.lindley@zetnet.co.uk

Donations to Franciscan Aid

The Treasurer of Franciscan Aid is Leslie Johnson, 15
Breton House, Barbican, London. EC2Y 8DQ and the
Secretary is Sue Green, 4 EIm Close, Witney, Oxon. OX28
5BT.

The Third Order, Society of Saint Francis holds
no corporate opinion on any matter religious or
secular, and therefore all opinions expressed in
this publication are those of the authors and
contributors, and not of the Third Order SSF.

Copy date for TONews 35: 1 Nov 2008
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